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GUARDIAN GREETINGS
“EDUCATION IS SIMPLY THE SOUL OF A SOCIETY AS IT PASSES FROM ONE
GENERATION TO ANOTHER.” ~G.K. CHESTERTON
As another school year commences at St. Michael, we open the first edition of our newsletter with a
quote from G.K. Chesterton, perhaps the most influential Catholic apologist of the 20th Century and a
master of understanding the purpose of education and how to keep it in perspective.
This is especially appropriate as we complete our transition to becoming a full-fledged member of the
Chesterton Network of Classical High Schools, the largest and fastest growing such network in the
country. As we’ve used its academic curriculum for
two years now, what does this final step mean for us?
The last aspect of our transition into the Chesterton
Network will feature the “Student Life” components
of its program, including its exemplary House System
which promotes student leadership and school spirit.
The House System supports our mission “to nurture
and elevate a new generation of joyful leaders,
educated in the classical tradition and truth of the
Catholic faith.”
We’re finding that the House System ties together
the essential elements of classical Catholic education
– producing smart saints in a fun, joyful, and
celebratory fashion. In other words, we are having a blast rolling-out the Chesterton House System!
In a broader sense, full partnership with the Chesterton Network represents our joining a cause not
only larger and greater than ourselves, but which is inspiring the Church, transforming our culture, and
thereby helping to save our nation.
Without question, there is deep worry about the state of our union, especially regarding the
transmission and defense of our traditional values and founding principles. The only way to fix what ails
the Church and the country lies in returning to an educational model that respects parents, the
primary educators of our children, and challenges our students’ intellects while elevating their souls.
That’s exactly what we do every day here at St. Michael and it’s having an enormous positive impact on
our students! Our most pressing issue is that we need a lot more students benefiting from this
transformative experience. Let’s all redouble our efforts to expand our reach, as Northern Michigan,
and indeed our world, badly needs the Truth, Goodness, and Beauty of St. Michael!

Have you ordered your new CSN school uniform yet?
Available online 24/7 www.schoolbelles.com/register
Our school code: s2976
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ST. MICHAEL HAPPENINGS
We haven’t skipped a beat while
commencing our ninth year of
operation last month, our first year as a
full member of the Chesterton Network
of Classical Catholic High Schools!
We are indeed open for business and
better than ever, as witnessed by the
events detailed below. These events
augment the fundamentals of the St.
Michael experience: joy-filled faith
formation and a classical liberal arts
education steeped in the truth, beauty,
and goodness of the Catholic Church!

BACK-TO-SCHOOL NIGHT
We were blessed to welcome several new families, along with six wonderful new teachers, to our school
community at our annual Back-to-School Night in late-August, which is always a celebration of what
makes St. Michael so special: its family-feel and caring, nurturing environment.

RAFTING TRIP
With Covid concerns greatly reduced from last summer, we were able to resume an excellent St. Michael
tradition – our annual rafting trip down the Sturgeon River! The crews were organized in accord the
Chesterton House system, cultivating new friendships and teamwork on a rollicking adventure! Great
fun was had by all!
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PARENT-TEACHER TRIVIUM NIGHT
In addition to the usual curriculum overview and
hobnobbing with faculty, our parents were
introduced to the Chesterton House system,
signing-up to plan and execute events, support
daily schoolhouse activities, and enhance the
quality and camaraderie of our school family. It
was a wonderful twist on a St. Michael tradition.

FACULTY OATH TO THE MAGISTERIUM
It’s an honor for our faculty members to pledge
their fealty to the teachings of the Catholic
Church as they function “in loco parentis” for
our students. It is a simple ceremony, but one
filled with reverence and respect for the
awesome trust placed in us! What a blessing!

MICHAELMAS
On September 29, we celebrated our 4th
annual Michaelmas at the Marian Center
in Joy Valley, courtesy of the Mercer and
Moe families! As in past years, the
students wowed us with excellent poetry
and history recitations (this year, the
Gettysburg Address); their debating skills
(the wisdom of Covid-19 vaccination
mandates); and prefect speeches. We
held “Forum” in front of the Grotto of

the Archangels; celebrated Mass with
our Chaplain, Fr. Peter; feasted on a traditional Old
English menu; competed in rousing games of
kickball, touch a football, and tug-of-war; and
ended with whipped-cream pie throwing contest
aimed at our Headmaster, Dr. Brake. Events were
organized by Augustine House and team points
were earned throughout the day. Who says
Catholicism isn’t fun?
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FALL BARN DANCE
Our first official Chesterton House Event occurred on October
15 when Chrysostom House organized a good ol’ fashioned
square dance, complete with fiddle band and caller, at the
Manthei Barn in Petoskey! Parents and faculty joined in,
home-made goodies were devoured, and a bonfire kept the
evening warm and cozy. A huge thank you to the Manthei
Family for their unbelievable generosity and hospitality in
hosting this event. The venue was just gorgeous, and we hope
to make this another annual tradition!

3RD ANNUAL C.S. LEWIS ESSAY CONTEST WINNERS
On October 27, the 3rd Annual C.S. Lewis Essay Contest
was held at St. Michael. This year’s book was The Four
Loves, on which the finalists presented their essays
and took questions from the audience. As in past
events, the presentations showcased the outstanding
work of our students for the broader community!
1st Place

Mac Moore

2

Catherine Hayes

nd

Place

3rd Place

Liam Nolan

4 Place

Daniel Keefe

5 Place

Grace Broz

th

th

FOCUS ON THE FACULTY
We’ve added not one, not two, not three, not four, not five… SIX amazing new teachers to our faculty
this year – two full-time and four part-time – and all incredibly talented and on-fire for our mission!
It was difficult to say good bye to master teachers like Mr. Moe (who now is the Director of Faith
Formation for the Diocese), but with Messrs. Peck, Whitmore, and Zehnder returning (plus Miss Rogers,
who has returned to teach Calculus!), we now have a wonderful mix of old and new, and the positive
impact is evident throughout our classrooms and chapel. We are extremely fortunate to have such an
august assemblage of instructors here at St. Michael!
PAUL ARKISON
B.A., History, Marquette University
M.A., Special Education, Eastern Michigan University

Mr. Arkison joins our faculty to teach History and to assist with other courses in
Literature and Theology as the need arises. He is a 30-year veteran teacher,
primarily of social studies and special education, who previously taught in the
Alanson School System and at the Forest School for the Severely Impaired. In
addition to authoring a novel about Medieval Scotland set during the reign of
Mary of Guelders, Mr. Arkison’s varied skill set includes serving as a go-to
Drivers Education Instructor in the area.
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JACKIE WHEATON
B.S., Mathematics, Central Michigan University
M.Ed., Mathematics, Central Michigan University

Mrs. Wheaton joins our faculty this year following a 33-year teaching career in
the public school system, mostly here in Petoskey. She will teach Algebra 1
and Algebra 2. She is a Petoskey native who loves living in Northern Michigan.
She is a member of Jesus is Lord Community Church of Bay Shore where she
is the Director of Education and Youth ministries.

PAUL BOGAN
B.A., Philosophy, Sacred Heart Seminary Detroit;
M.A., Theology, Franciscan University, Steubenville.

Mr. Bogan joins St. Michael as a full-time teacher. He previously taught at
Catholic schools in Georgia and Alabama, as well as at Muskegon Catholic
Central. He also discerned the Priesthood through the Diocese of Kalamazoo
and spent last year with the Canon Regular of St. John Cantius in Chicago,
studying Gregorian Chant and both forms of the Liturgy in the Latin Rite. Mr.
Bogan also plays classical Saxophone and is an avid reader.
LAURA CARL
B.A., Political Economy, Hillsdale College;
J.D., Gonzaga University

Mrs. Carl, a teacher and attorney, joins our faculty this year. She previously
taught the classical curriculum to fifth graders at Ivywood Academy in
Plymouth, Michigan, a Barney Charter School that employs the Hillsdale
curriculum. Her extensive legal experience includes work for the Mackinac
Center Legal Foundation, U.S. District Court Judge Gerald Rosen, and the
Institute for Justice. Mrs. Carl has also worked in public policy for the Cato
Institute and the Pacific Research Institute.
ISABELLA DEVEAU
B.A., Biology, Hillsdale College

Miss Deveau also joins the St. Michael faculty this year on a full-time basis,
teaching across the entirety of our science curriculum. While at Hillsdale, she
worked as a professional technician at its Microbiology Laboratory and served
as a teaching assistant for courses in Molecular and Cellular Biology. She is a
member of the Beta Beta Beta Biological Honors Society and was the recipient
of the Presidential and Summer Research Scholarships while at Hillsdale.
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MARTI KRUSELL

We are excited to officially welcome Mrs. Krusell to our faculty, as she has
previously served as director of our Mass Choir. She will teach vocal music
and piano for us this year, reprise her role as director of our Mass Choir, and
assist as accompanist for our burgeoning instrumental music program. She
has served as director of liturgical music at several Northern Michigan
parishes, including the last ten years at St. Francis Xavier. One of her greatest
joys is the beauty of life and God’s Creation expressed through music.

TRUTH, BEAUTY & GOODNESS @ ST. MICHAEL
FOCUS ON THE FAITH
Everything we do at St. Michael seeks to place God and prayer at the center, helping our students build
a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.
To that end, led by our talented faculty, including Messrs. Bogan and Whitmore on liturgy and Mr.
Zehnder and Mrs. Krusell on sacred music, we offer a rich and diverse set of worship opportunities
during the week, including Mass; Confession; Liturgy of the Hours; Living Rosaries; Chaplets of Divine
Mercy; Forum; Angelus; Retreats; and In-class Prayer. Our students lead prayer, volunteer as lectors,
servers, and cantors, and sing in the choir. As we love to declare: ST. MICHAEL, PRAY FOR US!

COLLEGE & CAREER CORNER
A St. Michael education is excellent preparation for a wide variety of post-secondary pursuits – college,
of course – but also the military, the trades, and perhaps most especially – vocations and religious life.
After all, we’re a school that’s both “college prep” and Heaven prep!
Both Mr. Peck and Mrs. Nolan work with our juniors and seniors each Friday morning, providing
counsel for their next steps after graduation. Representatives from both Hillsdale College and St. Mary
College recently visited us, and our sophomores and juniors recently took the PSAT.
We administer the Classical Learning Test to all of our students and plan to schedule visits to nearby
seminaries and convents. We stand ready to assist our parents in mentoring their teenagers as they
discover their vocation to spread the Gospel (as single, married, or religious) and their future career.

QUIZ BOWL
Our vaunted Quiz Bowl Team begins another
year of excellence, both locally and statewide.
In mid-October, despite losing three stalwart
competitors to graduation, our young but
hungry Quiz Bowl Team kicked-off the year by
defeating perennial powerhouse Mt. Pleasant
Sacred Heart, 230-150, in a virtual tournament
hosted by Central Michigan University. Thanks
to our Quiz Bowl Coach Bret Keefe for
providing the team with its expert training!
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STUDENT SPOTLIGHT
A key feature of the Chesterton House System is the selection of student leaders called “Prefects” who
work to improve our student experience by organizing events, representing student interests,
enforcing discipline, and serving as role models for fellow students.
Inspired by the four cardinal virtues and three theological virtues, student Prefects model Christian
notions of service-leadership by fostering school spirit, assisting their fellows inside and outside the
classroom, and squelching gossip, rumor, and cliquey-ness. It’s a wonderful way for students to learn
leadership while simultaneously helping the school thrive.
This year’s Prefects are: Clare Zielinski (Ambrose House), Daniel Keefe (Augustine House), Grace Broz
(Athanasius House), and Lizzie Yanchulis (Chrysostom House).

PRO-LIFE CLUB
A major focus of the St. Michael experience is the encouragement of students to live-out and represent
their faith in the public square. We believe that Pro-Life advocacy constitutes an essential element of a
vigorous Christian citizenship.
This year, our Pro-Life Club, led by our
Theology Teacher Mr. Bogan, has
organized prayer vigils in front of
Planned Parenthood; attended the ProLife and Pregnancy Care Center
Dinners at the Grand Unity Hall; and
engaged in “Apologetics 101” Brown
Bag Lunches. With the Supreme Court
set to reconsider the troubling Roe v.
Wade precedent for legalizing abortion
this coming December, our Pro-Life
Club is working hard to prepare
themselves for near-term opportunities
to advocate and pray for an end to the
Abortion Holocaust in America.

We’re planning for the entire school to road trip to this year’s March for Life in Washington,
D.C. on Friday, January 21, 2022! Additional details are coming soon on this opportunity!

BEAUTY & THE FINE ARTS
Music, Drama, and Art are a vital part of the St. Michael curriculum, and this year our students are
branching out into choral music (with Mrs. Krusell); instrumental music (with Mr. Zehnder); drama (Mrs.
Nolan); and art club (with Mrs. Nixon). On tap in December is a real, honest-to-goodness Christmas
Concert; a dramatic performance of Dickens’ classic A Christmas Carol; and Advent Art projects to keep
us focused on the True meaning of Christmas. We must never forget that Beauty will change the
world, if we let it, and in today’s coarse culture, cultivating its appreciation among our students is more
important than ever!
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IN “THE HOUSE”

As mentioned previously, the final puzzle piece in St. Michael’s full integration with the Chesterton
Model is the House System. Similar to the centuries-old tradition of Christian education, exemplified in
the colleges of Oxford and Cambridge, the House System provides tangible community within our
school, encouraging students to take ownership, fulfill the call to leadership, and develop the cardinal
virtues of prudence, justice, fortitude, and temperance. Within each of the Houses, students are held
accountable for their conduct through a system of merits and demerits, while building meaningful
relationships through service projects, competitions, celebrations, and prayer.
To launch the House System, each student (along with parents and siblings) was assigned to one of
four Houses, each named for a great Saint in the Western and Eastern Traditions of the Church:
Ambrose (Bishop of Milan; Augustine’s teacher and mentor); Athanasius (Patriarch of Alexandria;
opponent of Arianism); Augustine (Bishop of Hippo; author of The Confessions and City of God); and
Chrysostom (Archbishop of Constantinople; a voice of conscience against ecclesiastical abuses).
Each House has a student leader (called a Prefect); faculty advisors (all faculty are also assigned
Houses); and House parents, who assist in planning (but not running) House events, feasts, Gala duties,
and other fundraising efforts. House parents are also encouraged to host parent suppers, book clubs,
and other social activities.
As of mid-October, the St. Michael House System is up and running, and has already had a huge
positive influence on the school. At our end-of-school awards ceremony next spring, the White Horse
Cup (named for Chesterton’s Lyric Poem The Ballad of the White Horse) will be awarded to the House
with the most points earned during the school year.

INDIVIDUAL HOUSE POINTS AS OF 10/28/2021

40 35 73 41
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ST. MICHAEL ATHLETICS
The St. Michael Cross Country program is having another
banner season! Our Gentlemen head into this weekend’s
Regional ranked 10th in Division-4, highly favored to return
to the State Finals for a third straight year. Meanwhile, our
Ladies are also poised to qualify for the State Finals, a
remarkable accomplishment for a first-year program.

Highlights to-date for the Gents include
winning the Mackinaw Club Invitational,
taking runner-up at the Holly Invitational
(beating the then-#1 ranked team), and
taking fifth at the massive Portage
Invitational (falling only to teams ranked in the Top 5). The team is led by program-veterans Sam Paga
and Mac Moore, along with newcomer Zach Maendel. Paga seeks to improve on his fifth-place finish at
last year’s Finals while Moore has excellent prospects to earn All-State honors next week.
Highlights to-date for the Ladies include winning the Small School division of the Mackinaw Club
Invitational and taking 7th in a stacked field at the Portage Invitational. The Ladies team is led by Jane
Manthei, Emma O’Neil, and Anna Zielinski, all of whom are likely to earn a trip to the State Finals as
individuals, even if the full team comes up short of qualification.
Our season culminates over the next two
Saturdays with the Regional at East
Jordan Community Park on October 30
and the State Finals at Michigan
International Speedway (near Brooklyn)
on November 6. We invite everyone in the
St. Michael community to support our
teams as our Gents defend their regional
title against #1-ranked JohannesburgLewiston and the Ladies look to secure
their first-ever trip to the State Finals!
Go Guardians! Coach (Larry) Rudnicki
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UPCOMING EVENTS
November 2021
Mon
Fri
Fri
Sat
M-Th
Mon
Mon
Tues
Fri
Fri
Tues
W-F
Mon

11/01
11/05
11/05
11/06
11/08-11
11/15
11/15
11/16
11/19
11/19
11/23
11/23-27
11/29

All Saints Day Celebration
Quiz Bowl
End of First Quarter
XC State Meet
Junior/Senior Fall Pilgrimage
Winter Sports Begin
Parent/Teacher Conf. (1/2 Day)
Parent/Teacher Conference
Student Retreat
Faculty In-Service
Community Service (1/2 Day)
Thanksgiving Break
Picture Retakes

December 2021
Tue
Fri
Sat
Wed

11/30
12/03
12/04
12/08

St. Michael Giving Day
Quiz Bowl
11th/12th Classical Learning Test
Immaculate Conception

Thurs 12/9
Christmas Musical Concert
Fri as we12/17
School Play:
A Christmas
Carol
The St. Michael Volleyball program continues to thrive
near completion
of our
second successful
season! Our 2021 campaign has featured several highlights, including an exciting trip to the Mackinac
Island Volleyball Tournament! The team’s future looks bright as we lose no one to graduation and we
look forward to several 8th graders joining us next year. Leadership should be plentiful as three of our
expected veterans will have two years of experience heading into next season.
We are blessed by our new Assistant Coach,
Isabella Deveau! As I’ve had some difficulty
recovering from my late-summer surgery, Ms.
Deveau has, skillfully and with strong love for
the students, moved us forward. Our successful
season is, in no small part, due to her efforts!
Our last regular season game is at Maplewood
Baptist HS in Kinross this week. We then invite
everyone in the St. Michael community to
support us at our first-ever District Playoff
appearance, Monday, November 1, against
NMCA at Inland Lakes HS in Indian River.
Go Guardians! Coach (David) Peck
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HEADMASTER’S MUSINGS
Thinking back to last year, it seems like a time-warp does it not? But it was just last fall that we were
happy to be back in “live” classrooms, rather than “locked down” in Zoom classes, right? A controversial
presidential election was raging, and afterwards, we were once again shutdown by the State. (Although
this time around, St. Michael sued the State to defend our right to free exercise of religion, a case that
still awaits disposition by the federal district court in Lansing.)
Today, the outlook is a bit different, as we are determined to continue our school year, come what may,
whether we need to fend off adversaries in DC, Lansing, or even right here in Petoskey. But now, with
endless talk of vaccine mandates, an almost perpetual state of national crisis seems to be simmering,
just waiting to boil over at the slightest provocation.
So how does the mission of St. Michael factor into all the divisiveness that seems to have engulfed our
country, state, community, and even our Church?
I imagine our students get tired of our mantra of “Truth, Beauty, and Goodness” – but in a very real
sense, it always comes back to that. As public school parents are absurdly labeled “domestic terrorists”
by the Justice Department for protesting a curriculum that violates their sensibilities and moral
convictions, here at St. Michael we continue to roll-up our sleeves and deliver for our families. We
provide our students with a joyful and hopeful vision of a world created by God as a proving-ground for
us to love neighbor, and thereby God as well, attaining Beatitude with Him in Heaven.
Our authentically Catholic and rigorously Classical curriculum is not easy to master and requires expert
teachers, hard-working students, and supportive parents. It also requires generous and visionary
supporters who have come to realize, long before their peers, that the only way to reform the Church
and save our Country is to inspire and form new civic and religious leaders in our schools who
understand the lessons of history, practice the classical virtues of western civilization, and are on-fire for
the Gospel. Eventually, forward-looking Catholic laity will come to realize that only schools like St.
Michael are capable of accomplishing the cultural renewal so desperately needed today.
So as a parent or grandparent, what do you want for your kids and grandkids? The “Race, Class, and
Gender” of Political Correctness? Or the “Truth, Beauty, and Goodness” of Western Civilization?
A day of reckoning is fast-approaching, and sooner not later, parents
across the country, including those right here in Northern Michigan, will
have to make that choice. When they do, they will need schools like St.
Michael not only to be surviving, but flourishing and thriving.
So, that is our task this year, to get St. Michael finally over the hump and
into a state of long-term financial and enrollment health. The time is
now! Will you join us? If you’re ready, please contact us today so you can
learn what you can do to take St. Michael to the next level.
St. Michael, pray for us!
Dr. Brake

11

Volume 1 | November 1, 2021

THE GUARDIAN GAZETTE

SUPPORT OUR MISSION
BECOME A ST. MICHAEL DONOR TODAY!
Help us develop America’s next generation of Christian leaders by:
• Contributing to the St. Michael Scholarship Fund, providing
worthy families access to our authentically Catholic, rigorously
Classical education – Truth, Goodness, and Beauty!
• Supporting our Teacher Recruitment & Retention Fund, so we
can continue to bring and keep passionate, faith-filled educators
to Northern Michigan!
• Boosting our top-flight athletic program, already a perennial
force in Cross Country and Track & Field, and which has led to
collegiate athletic opportunities and scholarships!
• Funding our superb Fine Arts Program, which includes sacred
art, hymn and chant, instrumental music (strings and piano), and
the dramatic arts!
• Investing in facility and chapel improvements, to beautify and
sanctify our faith formation efforts!
• Joining the Guardians Club by pledging an annual gift for five
years or including St. Michael in a planned giving program!
• Encouraging potential students and their families to learn more
about us through worship, tours, and shadow days!
• Praying 100 Memorares for the continued success of St. Michael!

GIVING DAY 2021
On Tuesday November 30, 2021,
St. Michael High School will
host its first-ever online Giving
Day event! The day will feature
posts throughout the day that
will highlight the unique
mission of St. Michael, the
inherent beauty of classical
education, and the many ways
our school impacts the lives of
everyone involved.
Please join us in supporting
Classical Catholic education!
We are changing the culture,
one student at a time – and we
need your help!

ARE YOU INTERESTED?
• Learn More About Our School!
• Worship with Us!
• Schedule a Shadow Day!
• Explore Opportunities to Get
Involved and/or Support

CONTACT HEADMASTER:
Dr. Richard Brake
drbrake@stmichaelpetoskey.org
231.881.9026

Facebook.com/St.MichaelChesterton
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