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GUARDIAN
G A Z E T T E

"The fact that a chaotic and ill-educated time cannot
clearly grasp the truth does not alter the fact that it
always will be the truth." G.K. Chesterton

UPCOMING EVENTS

N
O
W
E

13-May | 7:00pm

Little Women | Harbor Springs Performing Arts Center

14-May | 2:00pm

Little Women | Harbor Springs Performing Arts Center

19-May | 6:30pm

Awards Ceremony | St. Michael High School

22-May | 11:00am

Baccalaureate Mass | St. Michael High School

26-May | 6:30pm

Spring Music Concert | St. Michael High School

27-May | 12:00 pm noon

All School Picnic | Petoskey State Park

29-May | 4:00pm

Commencement w/ Keynote Anthony Esolen | Grand Unity Center, Petoskey

For more details on any of the above
events or if you would like to learn more
about St. Michael High School and its
mission, please visit us online or call today!

NROLLI
NG
FOR
2022-20
23!

WEBSITE: STMICHAELCHESTERTON.ORG
EMAIL: INFO@STMICHAELCHESTERTON.ORG
CALL: 231.489.3302
LOCATED: 2225 SUMMIT PARK DR. PETOSKEY

GUARDIAN GAZETTE

GET YOUR
TICKETS
TODAY!
STUDENTS $5
ADULTS $10
FAMILY $20

DISCOVER ST. MICHAEL
If you or someone you know is
interested in learning more about
our:
Catholic Faith
Classical Curriculum
Athletic Excellence
Student Life & Our New House
System
Schedule a time to discover firsthand the St. Michael Difference!

STMICHAELCHESTERTON.ORG | 231.489.3302

GUARDIAN GREETINGS

In elevating the next generation of Christian ladies and gentlemen, a critical piece of
the St. Michael mission is to teach “Capital T” Truth to our students.
Of course, the source and summit of all Truth is God, and it is the focus of all authentic
Catholic schools to enable their students to better know, love, and serve the Lord.
Teaching the Truth is more important than ever these days, as it seems ever harder to
find objectivity in assessing the many crises that plague our country. Whether it's
Covid, the economy, or foreign affairs, even the acknowledgment of “objective truth”
appears to be a revolutionary act, paraphrasing Orwell.
With that in mind, St. Michael High School provides an oasis for Truth-seekers in these
troubled times – nurturing calm waters for our young people in an increasingly stormy
cultural sea. As we embark upon our spring enrollment campaign, "Discover St.
Michael", there is a growing sense of urgency among parents who are concerned that
their kids are not receiving the education they deserve. These trends provide a perfect
opportunity for us to re-introduce the school to the regional community.
Finally, in conjunction with our enrollment push, we are very pleased to bring back our
speaker series this year. Entitled "Defend Us In Battle: Classical Education and the
Future of America", the series features three of the top Christian apologists in America
today: Fr. Dwight Longenecker (March 17th), Joseph Pearce (April 23rd), and upcoming,
Anthony Esolen (May 29th). All three experts speak to the essential role that classical
schools like ours are playing in the battle for America’s soul, via the welfare of our
precious children.
More information about our school, its mission, our enrollment campaign or upcoming
events, please visit our website at: stmichaelchesterton.org.
We hope you enjoy our newsletter.
St. Michael, Defend Us in Battle!

Dr. Richard Brake

ST. MICHAEL HAPPENINGS

QUIZ BOWL CHAMPIONS
The St. Michael Quiz Bowl team maintained its
tradition of excellence this season, triumphing in
two successive tournaments at North Central
Michigan College (NCMC) late last year. Leading
the way were (pictured left to right) Catherine
Hayes, Annie Mercer, Liam Nolan and Daniel
Keefe. In addition, the team made the semifinals
of the CMU State Competition, held virtually this
year. The last Local Quiz Bowl Tournament took
place on Friday, March 3rd at NCMC.

8TH GRADE SPELLING BEE
Another St. Michael tradition spearheaded by Mrs.
Sara Keefe is the 8th Grade Spelling Bee, held in
February. In a spirited contest lasting several
overtime periods, Sloane Hayes was declared our
champion! Next, Sloane competed in the Regional
Spelling Bee, traditionally held in Traverse City, but
held as a virtual event in March 2022.
Congratulations, Sloane!

FALL PILGRIMAGE
Last November, Dr. Brake and Miss Deveau
chaperoned the St. Michael juniors and seniors on
an inspirational pilgrimage through Holy Sites and
“sister schools” in the Upper Peninsula, Wisconsin,
Illinois, and Indiana. Highlights included the Marian
Apparition Site in Champion, Wisconsin; tours of
gorgeous Catholic Churches including Holy Hill
Basilica, St. John Cantius, and the Notre Dame
Basilica of the Sacred Heart; and visits to fellow
Chesterton Academies in Escanaba, Michigan, and
Green, Bay. Wisconsin. Faith, fellowship, food, and
fun were had by all, and a new St. Michael tradition
was born!

ST. MICHAEL HAPPENINGS

POETRY OUT LOUD CONTEST
For the third straight year, our students competed in
Poetry Out Loud, a wonderful opportunity for
students to hone their public speaking skills and
gain appreciation for the splendor of beautiful
poetry. Grade-level contests were held in November
yielding four finalists: Anna Zielinski, Madylin
Wieman, Mary Catherine Gengle, and Liam Nolan.
The finalists recited their poems to the school in
December, and while all did extremely well, Madylin
Wieman’s rendition of Wilfred Owen’s haunting
classic World War I poem "Dulce Decorum Est"
emerged as the winner. Madylin proceeded on to
the state championship this past March in
downtown Lansing. Congratulations, Maddie!

MARCH FOR LIFE 2022

Our plans to travel to Washington, D.C. for the
annual March for Life were unfortunately scuttled
by Covid restrictions, so we instead watched the
event together at the schoolhouse. The viewing
was preceded by stirring pro-life testimonials from
our students, followed by an all-school prayer vigil in
front of local Planned Parenthood offices, where the
abortion-inducing “Morning-After” pill is dispensed.
We pray that when the Supreme Court decides the
Dobbs case later this spring, it will uphold abortion
restrictions while enabling state-level actions to
defend the rights of the unborn.

SOCIAL DANCE 2022

In February, we resumed another outstanding St.
Michael tradition: Social Dance - our ballroom
dance instruction, which is open to all area 8th12th graders. We had our largest opening class
ever and our kids spread the word among their
friends at other schools, youth groups, and
homeschool co-ops.
Thanks to Mrs. Laurie
Cesario for once again organizing Social Dance,
and to the Petoskey Knights of Columbus who
sponsor our use of the Grand Unity Hall.

BEAUTY & THE ARTS
CHRISTMAS CONCERT
For years, we’ve aspired to put on a
Christmas Choral concert and this past
December our dream was realized, thanks
to the diligent work of our students and the
love and leadership of our Music Teachers,
Mrs. Marti Krusell and Mr. Augustin
Zehnder! The mix of traditional carols and
other sacred music of Christmastide was
inspirational. At St. Michael, we appreciate
and enjoy that we don’t have to hide our
faith or pretend that it isn’t the reason for
the season. After all, it is “The Mass of
Christ” that we celebrate – the Nativity, the
Incarnation – the most consequential event
in the History of Man!

A CHRISTMAS CAROL
“And he knew how to keep Christmas well . . .” Thus concludes Dickens as he describes the
transformation and redemption of Ebenezer Scrooge, that Miser turned Maji who dominates
the action of his classic Christmas story. How proud we all were when, under the expert
tutelage of our Drama teacher, Mrs. Maartje Nolan, our students performed (A Christmas
Carol) to packed audiences at the Crooked Tree Art Center. Special kudos to our very own
Scrooge, Daniel Keefe, whose tour de force portrayal was magnificent! Look for A Christmas
Carol to become an annual St. Michael tradition, and we all look forward to refining the
production in future years. Here, here!

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK

Our celebration of Catholic Schools Week (CSW), with its focus on evangelization and mimetic
instruction, was by far the most rewarding in school history. Employing the dynamism of the
Chesterton House System, the enthusiasm of our students, and the remarkable talents of our
faculty, each day of the week was devoted to how to best live out our Christian Faith by emulating
the examples of our school community: Parents, Teachers, Students, Priests, and our Friends at St.
Francis Xavier (SFX) and St. Mary of Charlevoix. Highlights included:

CELEBRATION OF CANDLEMAS MASS AT ST. MARY
The St. Michael and St. Mary communities joined forces to
celebrate a truly beautiful Mass, featuring a legion of altar
servers, an angelic student choir, burning incense, and an
inspiring homily! St. Michael students then spoke to the
classes at St. Mary. Huge thanks to Fr. Peter, Principal Mrs.
Kathleen Dvoracek, and Mrs. Kendall Hayes, for their help with
this wonderful collaboration!

CANDLEMAS BRUNCH
After Mass, Athanasius House organized a pancake
brunch back at St. Michael, complete with white
tablecloths and candlelight. This event reminded
all of us that when we break bread together, we
come closer to God and to neighbor.

PARENT-STUDENTQUIZ BOWL SHOWDOWN
Another highlight of CSW, and definitely a new St. Michael tradition,
was a Quiz Bowl Competition between students and parents.
Conducted by our Quiz Bowl Coach, Mr. Bret Keefe, the contest
featured a round one completely dominated by the students, but the
parents rallied to save face by eking-out a narrow victory in the final
round. Fun was had by all, and Mr. Josh Mercer and his daughter
Annie were named co-MVP’s of the night!

ICE SKATING PARTY
We kicked-off CSW with an ice
skating get-together at the
Winter Sports Park. Turn-out was
excellent and even Dr. Brake got
on his skates and waddled
around the ice!

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK

OUR SFX ALUMNI STUDENTS VISIT ST. FRANCIS
A big shout-out to SFX Principal Mr. Adam Dobrolowski for
inviting a St. Michael student delegation to visit his school.
Our students represented St. Michael admirably, speaking to
classes and putting-on a Quiz Bowl competition for the SFX
students, providing them with a glimpse of the St. Michael
experience. The visit ended with the students all praying the
Rosary together.

STUDENT RETREAT
Our CSW culminated with a student retreat at the
Augustine Center, led by our dear friend, Fr. James
Bearss. The retreat theme was Evangelization, with a
focus on the power of silence to deepen our
relationship with Christ. How can we spread the Gospel
without knowing Christ? And how can we really know
Him without sufficient quiet to hear His voice through
the incessant noise of the modern world?

CSW POTPURRI
Other highlights of CSW included “Dinner and a
Movie” with Dr. Brake, as faculty, students, and
parents enjoyed chili and the Denzel
Washington portrayal of Macbeth; Bowling
Night and Laser Tag at Northern Lights; a
Prayer Vigil at Planned Parenthood; and a
viewing of the Pixar classic The Incredibles, with
a post-viewing discussion led by Mr. Whitmore
on the many Christian themes raised by the
movie.

2022 SPEAKER SERIES
Please be sure to check out the 2022
spring speaker series on our website,
featuring some of the biggest names in
Christian Apologetics today, including
Anthony Esolen, Joseph Pearce, and Fr.
Dwight Longenecker. (See opposite for
dates, times, and locations for the talks).
Part
of
St.
Michael’s
enrollment
campaign (our goal is to double
enrollment next year), the speaker series
is designed to highlight the critical role
that classical schools like St. Michael are
playing in the battle for America’s soul,
and the welfare of our most precious gift:
our children!
Now more than ever, our country, our
church, and our community need schools
like St. Michael that share the traditional
values of American families, and respect
the role that parents play as the primary
educators of their kids.
To sign-up to attend particular lectures in
person or live stream, please rsvp to
info@stmichaelchesterton.org.

RELEVANT RADIO'S

TRENDING WITH TIMMERIE

MORE
DETAILS
COMING
SOON!

Coming August 5th!

Streaming live from our 2022
Commencement Ceremony!

ATHLETICS

The St. Michael Cross Country program
wrapped up another awesome season last
November, culminating with a pair of
runner-up finishes at the Regional, a State
Finals appearance for the Ladies team, and a
third straight Top Ten finish for the Gents
team!

At the Division-4 State Finals, the St. Michael Gents
finished sixth, just 20 points out of third in a high
scoring meet. The team was led by Senior Sam
Paga in ninth place at 16:50, his second
consecutive Top Ten finish, and Junior Mac Moore,
who finished 17th in 17:01. Both Sam and Mac
earned All-State honors.

At the Regional, our Gents finished close
behind #1-ranked Johannesburg-Lewiston,
31 to 43, and well ahead of the other twelve
participating schools.
Sam Paga was
Regional Champion for the second straight
year in a season-best time of 16:35. He was
followed by Mac Moore in fourth in a
personal best time of 16:59, and Zach
Maendel in tenth. Russell Vandermus and
Levi Benzing rounded out the Guardians
scoring in 16th and 17th places.

It’s noteworthy that Sam has been our top runner,
with Mac as our second or third runner, at the
State Finals for each of our three Top Ten team
finishes. It’s no exaggeration to say that they have
built the foundation of our highly successful St.
Michael distance program!

The Ladies’ runner-up finish was much
closer, as they squeaked past Gaylord St.
Mary and Inland Lakes, 88 to 93 to 99,
respectively. Jane Manthei led the team,
finishing fourth in 20:51, with Emma O’Neil
placing 11th in 22:05. Anna Zielinski, Leah
Schlickau, and Siobhan Weed completed the
team scoring in 19th, 31st, and 39th places,
respectively.

In the Ladies race, the Guardians finished 26th in
their debut at the State Finals. The team was
again led by Jane Manthei, who finished 78th in
21:33, and Senior Emma O’Neil, who finished 88th
in a personal-best time of 21:45.
I congratulate our team members for their
accomplishments and I thank our families for their
incredible support! Finally, I’d like to give a special
thanks to our Assistant Coach, Barrett C. Moore,
2ndLt USMC (SMHS Class of ’17) who gave so much
to our teams prior to his mid-season departure to
the U.S. Marine Corps!

GO GUARDIANS! COACH (LARRY) RUDNICKI

FROM THE FACULTY | PAUL BOGAN
Mr. Paul Bogan, Theology and Philosophy teacher, and director of Liturgy at SMHS, reflects below on
true happiness. Aristotle calls happiness the ultimate purpose of politics, the highest of human arts.
Jefferson proclaims “the pursuit of happiness” as an unalienable right, granted by God. In many
ways, happiness defines the ultimate aim of our work at St. Michael
Finding Happiness in the One True God, the Giver of Happiness
We all seek happiness. It seems that we have a natural, innate desire for it. The question is, where
will we find it? Or, in whom will we find consolation, hope, joy, and true happiness?
In my sophomore philosophy class, we recently read The City of God by St. Augustine – an important
book for our time, as he addresses the importance of Christianity for true happiness. By contrast, he
also presents the rampant immorality and empty promises then-present in Rome with their pagan
worship of false gods. This brings to mind our own times and culture, where many of us also place
false gods, such as sports or video games, ahead of time in contemplation, study, prayer, and worship
of the one true God.
As we experienced at Christmas, it is essential that we regularly contemplate the mysteries of the
incarnation and birth of Christ, to place the worship and honor of God as primary in our lives, and to
celebrate Him who gave his only Son who suffered, died, and rose from the dead for our salvation. In
Him, we will find true happiness.
In The City of God, St. Augustine emphasizes our need for God’s help and grace to have true
happiness. He states, “It was the help of this true God that was needed – the God who sends men of
holiness and true devotion to die for the true religion, so that false religions may be eradicated from
the living.” It is God alone that eradicates sin and evil, and brings about holiness and true devotion to
Himself. It is the Baby Jesus who grows up with the Holy Family, is obedient to Mary and Joseph,
gives us the Eucharist, suffers and is obedient even unto death on the Cross, rises from the dead, and
takes away the sins of the world – bringing us the consolation, hope, joy, and happiness that we
innately desire.
Nehemiah 8:10 states, “Do not be saddened this day for rejoicing in the LORD must be your
strength.” Happiness is a gift from God and joy is found in Him, in loving Him, and in being with Him,
as exemplified by King David dancing before the Ark of the Covenant as it is brought into Jerusalem.
In 2 Samuel 14-15, it reads, “And David danced before the Lord with all his might; and David was
girded with a linen ephod. So David and all the house of Israel brought up the Ark of the Lord with
shouting, and with the sound of the horn.”
St. Augustine argues against the pagans who wrongly believe that they will find happiness in their
false gods, such as Jupiter or Felicity. He states, “If a man is content with happiness – and in fact man
has nothing which he should desire beyond that – then let him serve the one God, the giver of
happiness.” How often do we, in our present day and age, seek happiness in things that will pass
away and will not ever satisfy us? Augustine writes that true happiness is eternal life with God,
beholding the beatific vision for all eternity. He writes, “Life eternal, that is, life of unending felicity, is
the gift of him alone who gives true felicity.” Happiness is a gift, given to us freely by God. It is God
Himself who refreshes the soul and brings us peace.
True consolation, hope, joy, and happiness are found in the one true God – in being with Him, and
having everlasting life with Him. This happiness is not earned in any way, but is His gift to us, merited
by Christ, through whose passion, suffering, death on the Cross, and resurrection brings us the hope
of eternal life and happiness. It is He who we are with at Mass, who gives us Himself to us in the
Eucharist, who alone brings us the infinite joy and happiness we desire.

HEADMASTER MUSINGS

"Can St. Michael Change the World?"
How does one articulate in a few minutes what’s at stake when one discusses “Catholic
Education?” You might as well be talking about the Nature of Eternity. And indeed, that’s
what’s at stake.
I don’t know about you, but I am 56 years old, and never in my lifetime have I felt more worried
about the state of our culture, country, and Church.
There are powerful forces arrayed in the realm of politics, health care, social media,
entertainment, and education that don’t want the Church and the founding principles of our
country to survive, and they’re using this device (cell phone) to accomplish their dastardly
deeds.
And who do they have primarily in their sights? I’ll tell you who: our kids.
So, that’s the problem. It’s a big one. It’s a fight. And do you know what’s particularly frustrating
to someone like me? It’s that there are still a lot of folks who don’t realize they’re in a fight, even
though the opposition keeps landing haymakers to their jaws, or the jaws of their kids.
But don’t despair. In many ways, it’s just back to the future, because I’m convinced that this was
exactly the kind of world that existed when our Savior Jesus Christ came onto the stage.
And look how he got started: In a small town far away from the seat of power – a place
maligned even by his own people as being backwater – with just twelve followers, one of whom
betrayed him, while the others fled when the chips were down.
But let’s remember what they called him: Rabbi – in other words, Teacher. Jesus accomplished
his mission primarily by teaching, through great stories, and in the homes and synagogues of
the domestic Church.
That’s the solution, folks. And that’s what we do every day at St. Michael High School. I’m
convinced that Catholic Education is the only vehicle capable of turning this situation around –
and especially to fix the biggest problem facing the Catholic Church: the hemorrhaging of
Church attendance, and our dire priest and religious shortage. If we don’t do something soon, ,
there’s not going to be anybody left in the pews, or at the altar celebrating Mass.
In the 19th Century, Catholic schools were founded because of vicious Anti-Catholicism; today,
they need to be re-founded to provide any kid, Catholic or otherwise, a quality education that
respects the traditional morals and values of everyday citizens.

HEADMASTER MUSINGS

So the bottom line up front is that Catholic schools like St. Michael High School need more
students, more revenue, and better facilities to perform their stellar classical curricula and faith
formation (and, in our case, our state championship-caliber athletics and inspiring fine arts).
There are little miracles happening every day at our school, and the only tragedy is that there
aren’t more kids taking advantage of this tremendous product – the best-kept secret in Northern
Michigan that doesn’t want to be a secret anymore.
Last fall in Virginia, a particular faction let slip out something that they’ve believed for over 50
years but have kept secret until now: They don’t believe parents should be involved in their
children’s education. And you saw what happened! Finally, some families woke up and started to
reclaim their schools. Good for them. And for us people of faith, we realize the stakes are even
higher, because we’re not only concerned with this life, but what happens in the next.
It’s for this reason that I’m here to implore you, to beg you, on my knees, if necessary, to help
Catholic schools like St. Michael not only to survive, but thrive. Because by helping us flourish,
you’re doing the only tangible and practical thing that at this moment can save the Church and
the souls of our kids.
Frankly all communities desperately need a quality Catholic high school in their midst. Thankfully,
our community has one in St. Michael – but it needs and deserves your help.
And it will require sacrifice at first, especially for parents who’ll have to have tough talks with their
kids as to where they should go to high school; and for older folks, who’ll need to part with more
of their hard-earned money to help provide scholarships for many of those kids who need
financial aid.
Lincoln had a great quote about classical education. When a farmer came up and asked him why
he was reading all of those old books – Shakespeare, Euclid, Aquinas, Locke, among others –
when none of them would teach him how to farm, he replied: “I learned to make a living from my
daddy – I read those books to learn how to live after I’ve learned to make a living.”
In a nutshell, that’s what we do at St. Michael – with this important caveat – we also teach kids
how to know, love and serve God so they can get to Heaven and be with Him in Paradise.
I don’t know of a more important mission, do you?
May God bless you. St. Michael, pray for us!

Dr. Richard Brake

